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Examples from: Cave Paintings 32,000 years ago (and more); Ancient Greek 4th

century BC & Roman 200 BC; other examples are year of creation.

Until 1600's most art was religious or portraits of wealthy patrons.

Classical looks at notions of ancient Greek and Roman with an emphasis on form, 

simplicity, proportion, and precise execution. 

Neoclassicism & Romanticism build on the ancient themes with more emotion and 

sentimentality.
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In the mid-1800s, the young artists were moving toward the depiction of everyday 
people and settings. They were casting off the Classical and religious themes of the 
past, and in that way this was a revolution in art. 
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This was a period of technological innovation and a rising middle class that reached 
into the art world. With the advent of trains and oil paint being packaged in tubes, 
artists could travel to scenic places and paint outdoors. Their compositions were 
often inexpensive and were purchased for cafes, theaters, and homes. 
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For example, both Corot and Monet traveled to the Normandy coast. But let's not get 
ahead of ourselves…
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For about 200 years, the Paris Salon set the standard for what was acceptable and 
popular in art. They clung to the old themes and rejected the new ideas and artists
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"Salon of the Rejected" came about by popular demand when so many painters were 
rejected by the Salon. The Emperor insisted on the alternative.
Manet took the latest Realism movement and turned it into something completely 
new. By combining the Classical nymph in the background with the nude woman in 
the foreground, what was he implying. The contemporary men are typically Realist, 
but the combination makes a social commentary that is left to the viewer (and critics) 
to unravel. 
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The next generation of painters were intrigued by the charismatic Manet, and he was 
a great supporter of their new approaches. However, he declined to join them in their 
own efforts to standout apart from the Salon.  
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Those younger painters joined together to show their paintings apart from the Salon. 
Nadar was a renown photographer who was known by one name, like Cher or Prince; 
and, his former studio was the site of the first exhibition. It was a perfect location 
because of its large rooms and walls of windows on the top floor.  
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The most famous painting was Impression, Sunrise, not because it was the "best" 
painting, but because of its name and reception. 
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The Impressionists established a new style of painting that led to many offshoots, like 
Post-Impressionism, that led to Modern Art in the 20th Century. 

We'll explore the key figures and movements in future presentations, which will solo 
sessions on Manet and Van Gogh and three full lectures on Claude Monet.
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